Gas-fired power stations 'needed to stave off blackouts'

Britain is dithering - gas-fired power stations simply bring with them increased costs.
They’ve wasted three years since the last White Paper.

Telegraph
April 17, 2006

Britain faces electricity blackouts within 10 years unless a new batch of gas-fired power
stations is built to meet demand, a committee of MPs has concluded.

The Commons environmental audit committee said in a report that Britain could not rely
on a new generation of nuclear power stations - the approach that Tony Blair is believed
to be championing.

The committee gave warning of a "generation gap" because new nuclear plants that
would replace stations going out of service by 2016 would only reach full generating
capacity around 2030.

"Over the next nine years, therefore, very substantial investment in new generating
capacity and energy efficiency will be required if the lights are to stay on - even in the
absence of demand growth," the committee said.

Tim Yeo, the chairman of the cross-party committee, urged ministers to return to the
strategy in the Energy White Paper of 2003, which focused on energy efficiency and
renewables as the cornerstones of a sustainable policy.

"The last three years since the White Paper have been something of a wasted
opportunity,” he said.

The Government's energy review, due later this year, is expected to recommend a return
to nuclear power generation in what the committee said would be a "major U-turn” in
energy policy.

The MPs said the shortfall would have to be met through an "extensive programme" of
new gas-fired power stations, supplemented by a significant growth in renewable
energy sources such as wind power.

Mr Blair is known to favour the building of a new generation of nuclear power stations as
a way of cutting carbon dioxide emissions, which lead to global warming.

The committee noted that the need to cut damaging "greenhouse gas" emissions meant
that the era of cheap energy was coming to an end as old fossil fuels were replaced by
cleaner technologies.

Paid activist Roger Higma, of the Friends of the Earth, welcomed MPs becoming
involved in the debate.

"Nuclear power stations can't be built for 10 to 15 years and yet we need to start
reducing emissions now if we are going to stand a reasonable chance of keeping climate
change to tolerable levels," he said naively.

The MPs questioned whether a return to nuclear power was the best option because of
concerns over nuclear waste and public worries over the programme.



It was "scandalous" that so little progress had been made in developing alternative
technologies such as "carbon capture", which could drastically reduce the emissions
from fossil fuels.

Brian Wilson, Mr Blair's former energy minister and a proponent of nuclear energy, said
the Government had been wrong to reject the nuclear option at the time of the 2003
White Paper.

“If you write off nuclear and you write off coal, then you have to make heroic
assumptions about how the gap is to be filled," he told BBC Radio 4's The World This

Weekend.



